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divided school board has refused to fire a white

principal who threatened to ban interracial

couples from the high school prom. One board member

resigned in protest.

The Randolph County School Board voted, 4-2,

Thursday to reject the school superintendent's

recommendation that Hulond Humphries be dismissed,

thereby returning him to the job he has held for 25 years

at Randolph County High School.

The board suspended Humphries, 55, March 14 pending
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an investigation into complaints he told a mixed-race

student that she was a "mistake" and threatened to stop

the prom if interracial couples showed up. Humphries

withdrew the threat the day after he made it.

Thursday night, the board met behind closed doors with

Superintendent Dale McKay, who had interviewed

students and teachers about Humphries' comments.

Four white members emerged to reject McKay's

recommendation.

Charlotte Clark-Frieson, the lone black on the board, was

joined by Joe Ballow in voting to fire the principal. Belue

promptly resigned, saying the board made "a pretty

strong judgment error." Mrs. Clark-Frieson left quickly

without comment.

Whites generally voiced support for Humphries, saying

he was a strong principal who wanted to avoid racial

violence at the prom.

Blacks who sought his ouster said he was a bigot with a

long history of bias. The 680-student school is 62
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percent white and 38 percent black.

Students said Humphries told them during a high school

assembly Feb. 24 that he didn't want interracial couples

at the prom.

ReVonda Bowen, 16, the daughter of a white father and a

black mother, said she asked Humphries, "Who am I

supposed to take to the prom?"

She said he responded: "Your mom and dad made a

mistake having you as a mixed child."

She burst into tears at the remark. Humphries tried

without success to explain himself and apologize,

according to some students.
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